Factors influencing the distribution of tuberculosis cases in an inner London borough.
The incidence of tuberculosis (TB) has increased throughout London, especially in inner city boroughs. Ethnicity, poverty, and the success of TB control measures all affect the distribution of cases between boroughs. This study was conducted to see which factors affect the distribution of cases between electoral wards within an inner London borough. The Borough of Newham in the East End of London is made up of 24 electoral wards and has one of the highest notification rates in the United Kingdom. Our analysis showed that the percentage of the population who were non-white made a strong contribution to the variance in TB rates between wards (p < 0.0001), but the age distribution of the population and Jarman scores for poverty did not, the latter because the entire borough is deprived. Measures to control TB should be targeted at those areas where members of the community are most at risk.